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2-Aminobenzopyryl ium perch lo ra tes  (II) a r e  fo rmed  in 50-90% yields when a romat ic  2 -hydroxy  a ldi -  
mines (I) a r e  heated br ie f ly  with equivalent amounts  of malononi t r i le  and perch lor ic  acid in glacial  acetic 
acid: 

+ CH2(CN) ~ ~ 
~OH NH 2 

CIO~- 

! I1 I11 

I R=CHa. C2H5, C~tt5 

This method was used to obtain 2-amino-3-cyanobenzo[b]pyry l ium perchlora te ,  with mp 235-238 ~ 
(decomp.,) and (from 1-formyl-2-hydroxynaphtha lene)  2 -amino-3 -cyanobenzo[ f ] ch romyl ium perch lo ra te ,  with 
mp 285-2880 (decomp.,) .  The products  had melt ing points and IR spec t r a  that were  identical  to those of genuine 
samples  [1]. 

In ethanol, as  a consequence of solvolysis ,  3 -cyanocoumar in  (III), with mp 189-191 ~ (from alcohol),  is 
fo rmed  r a the r  than II. This same compound was obtained in 95% yield by hydrolys is  of salt  H. It was iden- 
t ica l  to a genuine sample [2]. 
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